
  

 
AGENDA 

Committee on Intergovernmental Relations  
Tuesday, June 7, 2016 @ 3:30 p.m. 

City Hall, Council Conference Room; 10th Floor 
 
Councilmember Adam Hussain, Chair  
Councilmember Judi Brown Clarke, Vice Chair  
Councilmember Tina Houghton, Member  

 
1. Call to Order 

 
2. Public Comment 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 February 9, 2016 
 

4. Discussion/Action: 
A.) RESOLUTION – Appointment of DeYeya Jones as a City of 

Lansing Representative to the Capital Area District Library Board 
for a term to expire April 15, 2020 
 

B.) UPDATE – Capital Region Airport Authority (Robert Selig and 
Nicole Noll-Williams, CRAA) 

 

C.) DISCUSSION – Wake Policy and Safe Boating on the Grand River 
(Brett Kaschinske, Parks and Recreation Director) 
 

5. Other 
 

6. Adjourn  
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MINUTES 

Committee on Intergovernmental Relations 
February 9, 2016 @ 3:30 p.m. 

Tenth Floor Conference Room – Lansing City Hall 
 
CALL TO ORDER   
The meeting was called to order at 3:34 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Councilmember Adam Hussain, Chair  
Councilmember Judi Brown Clarke, Vice Chair 
Councilmember Tina Houghton, Member 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Joseph Abood, Deputy City Attorney 
Samantha Harkins, Applicant 
Greg Ward, Applicant 
Jessica Yorko, City Council Vice President – arrived at 4:25pm 
Courtney Vincent, Administrative Assistant 
 
Minutes 
MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER BROWN CLARKE TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM 
JULY 16, 2015 IN GOOD FAITH AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
Public Comment on Agenda Items 
There was no one present who wished to address the Committee at this time. 
 
Discussion/Action: 
RESOLUTIONS – Appointment of Samantha Harkins and Greg Ward; City 
Representatives to the Capital Region Airport Authority 
Councilmember Hussain welcomed Ms. Harkins and Mr. Ward to the meeting and thanked 
them for their willingness to serve on the Capital Region Airport Authority Board. He asked for 
the applicants to introduce themselves. 
 
Mr. Ward stated that he grew up in Detroit before coming to Lansing to attend Michigan State 
University.  He started working for Consumers Energy in 1994 and continues to work there, 
currently as the Director of Strategic Integration – Shared Services.  He mentioned that until 
2013 he had also served on the EDC Board.  He commented that he and his wife try to fly out 
of the Capital Region International Airport when they travel, adding that it is a good airport with 
easy access and good security.  He said that he is looking to support the strategic plan the 
airport has in place. 
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Ms. Harkins stated that she grew up in West Virginia before moving to Lansing ten years ago; 
she and her husband live in the downtown area. She mentioned that she is the Director of 
Policy Initiatives and Federal Affairs at the Lansing Office of the Michigan Municipal League 
Foundation.  She commented that she is excited for the challenge of working with the Capital 
Region Airport Authority, opining that the airport is a great opportunity for Lansing and that 
there needs to be more discussion on “middle transportation” options such as air travel. 
 
Councilmember Brown Clarke suggested that the Capital Region Airport Authority should look 
at other methods of growth such as increasing cargo transportation, bringing in a flight school, 
and/or renting out hangar space in order to expand their vision beyond the limited market of 
passenger travel. 
 
Councilmember Houghton suggested that the Capital Region Airport Authority should also 
look at developing business inside the airport as well as marketing and branding opportunities 
to increase the positive image of the airport. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER BROWN CLARKE TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION TO 
APPOINT SAMANTHA HARKINS AS THE CITY REPRESENTATIVE TO THE CAPITAL 
REGION AIRPORT AUTHORITY; TERM TO EXPIRE SEPTEMBER 30, 2016.  MOTION 
CARRIED 3-0 
 
MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER HOUGHTON TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION TO 
APPOINT GREG WARD AS THE CITY REPRESENTATIVE TO THE CAPITAL REGION 
AIRPORT AUTHORITY; TERM TO EXPIRE SEPTEMBER 30, 2017.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0 
 
Councilmember Hussain thanked Ms. Harkins and Mr. Ward for coming in and invited them to 
attend the City Council Meeting scheduled for Monday, February 22, 2016 where the Council 
would review the recommendation of the Committee and vote to approve the appointments. 
 
Open Discussion Regarding Vision/Direction of Committee 
Councilmember Hussain discussed the direction the Committee took in 2015, commenting that 
the Committee had mainly worked with the Lansing School Board during that time.  He 
suggested reaching out to the Lansing School Board again, and to work to repair relationships 
with them and other intergovernmental entities. 
 
The Committee discussed ways they could collaborate with the Lansing School Board to help 
address issues such as increasing enrollments, increasing student retention, the use of vacant 
and active school buildings, and a possible joint maintenance agreement between the City and 
the School Board.  Councilmember Hussain said he would reach out to the Lansing School 
Board. 
 
Councilmember Brown Clarke suggested that they should bring in representatives from the 
Lansing Police Department, the Ingham County Health Department, and Community Mental 
Health Authority of Clinton, Eaton, and Ingham Counties to address the heroin and synthetic 
drug problem in the City.  She also suggested looking in the City Charter or possibly creating a 
task force to help take action against the problem. 
 
The Committee discussed other intergovernmental entities to approach including the Lansing 
Park Board regarding shared services; the Lansing Housing Commission and the Greater 
Lansing Housing Coalition regarding affordable housing, senior housing, statistics on 
vacancies in the City, and following up on approved rezoning and abatement properties; and 
the Greater Lansing Homeless Resolution Network. 
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OTHER 
 
ADJOURN   
The meeting was adjourned at  4:28 p.m. 
Submitted by, 
Courtney Vincent, Administrative Assistant 
Lansing City Council 
Approved: _____________________  
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BY THE COMMITTEE ON INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 
RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LANSING 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor made the appointment of DeYeya Jones of 1710 Moores 
River Drive in Lansing, MI, 48910, as a City of Lansing Representative to the Capital 
Area District Library Board for a term to expire April 15, 2020; and  
  
WHEREAS, the nominee has been vetted and meets the qualifications as required 
by the City Charter; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Committee on Intergovernmental Relations met on June 7, 2016 and 
took affirmative action; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Lansing City Council, hereby, 
confirms the appointment of DeYeya Jones of 1710 Moores River Drive in Lansing, 
MI, 48910, as a City of Lansing Representative to the Capital Area District Library 
Board for a term to expire April 15, 2020. 
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